“STUDILLAC” 


easy engine swap 





More Hedman 
Hedders used at 
Daytona than any 
other accessory 


At Daytona Beach, HEDMAN HEDDERS were used by such famous 
drivers as BILL STROPPE, PETER DE PAOLO, and were selected for 
the fabulous HOT ROD Magazine Plymouth entry among others. 


Before production is started, Hedman Hed- 
ders are designed and tested on engine 
dynamometers, record holding race cars, 
drag cars and stock cars to assure the po- 
tential customer that they will do the 
job they were intended to do. 

These severe, grueling tests are the most 
eflective way to test the strength and ef- 
ficiency of our exhaust products. 


While primarily intended for regular pas- 
senger car use, Hedman Hedders are used 
and recommended by the best builders, 
drivers and mechanics in the racing busi- 
ness, which proves that our product is the 
most efficient exhaust accessory ever manu- 
factured. 

If you want Increased Horsepower, Better 
Gas Mileage and a cooler running engine, 
ee 


Ask your Dealer for the Best Single 
Improvement, for the money, that can be made on your 


FORD V8 e MERCURY e CHEVROLET V8 e THUNDERBIRD 
All Models—1955 through 1957 


ORDER FROM YOUR NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR 


Honest Charley Speed Shop 
3813 Rossville Ave. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Midwest Auto Specialties 
13907 Miles Ave. 
Cleveland 5, Ohio 


Kenz & Leslie V-8 Service 
1255 Delaware Street 
Denver 4, Colorado 


DEALERS: write to your 
nearest Distributor for 
his best deal for you. 


Roy Loving Auto Supply Co. 
929 East 2nd Street 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


Exhaust Specialties & Parts 
502 Rainier Ave. 
Seattle 44, Washington 


Ketcham’s Automotive Corp. 
11216 S. Vincennes Ave. 
Chicago 43, Illinois 


Calif. Speed & Sport Shop 
298 Jersey Ave. 
New Brunswick, N.J. 


Exhaust Specialties & Parts 
700-712 S. E. Belmont 
Portland, Oregon 


Custom Automotive 
2122 N. Pearl St. 
Dallas, Texas 


If there is none in your 
area, write direct to us 
for open Dealer and Dis- 
tributor territories. 


ER & MFG.CO. 


11039-49 W. Washington Blvd. 
Culver City 13, California 
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. on sale now at your newsdealer! =& 


PICTORIAL 


Brand New ... Facts and Photos... 

The world’s best dragsters, hot rods and stock 
cars in action! The editors of HOT ROD maga- 
zine have compiled in this book the outstanding 
drag events of the NHRA Safety Safari; here’s 
the whole story, all the strips all over the coun- 
try in one book. Hundreds of photos of cars in 
action; the drivers, crews, crowds and all the 
thrills of this exciting sport! 


... get your copy today! 


i 
i 


MAAN 
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...and don’t miss these other “HOT” Trend Books! 


RESTYLE @eusre CUSTOM CARS 


YOUR CAR : ry ANNUAL 


All the facts on hew te restyle - Best yet—fith snesa! edition of 
this outstanding custom car hend- 
desk photes itlestrate 

this real bow-te-de-it manual fer 


= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
2 
= 
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1957 CARS OF 
THE WORLD 


Complete, itustrated ide 
every production car beilt in the 
the te 


Specifications os ever 128 
206 models, incivding special sec 
tions en station wagens, sports 
cars and minicars from ali coua- 
ties. Plus 12 pages of - 
tive statistics on ali cars. 


r 
| TREND BOOKS 

| 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

| Enclosed is . at 85c each (includes postage ond handling) for which send 


me the following books: 
CORESTYLE YOUR CAR () CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL 


AT NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE 
(DD) ORAG RACING PICTORIAL [() HOT ROD ANMUAL [) CARS OF THE WORLD 


(or 


1 
j 
! 
mail | 
| 
I 
L 








your order 
today!) 
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or Ni ICRAFT "““* 


Published 


features 


SAHAGON'S STAR CHEV 
RESTYLING THE ‘54 OLDSMOBILE 


how-to-do-its 
SIMPLE STUDILLAC........... bawGasenae eee Easy Engine 
ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 


CUSTOM QUERIES ........-.22-2e00: seeeeeeee by Joe 
COMING ATTRACTION....... eececcecccccces .. -Shitley 


cover 

Much custom activity can be found on this month's cover. Paul b 
radically restyled Pontiac {top} will offer numerous innovations fo 
many Chieftain tribe members while Jerry Sahagon'’s club coupe 


sufficiently wet the appetite of the stovebol! clan. 
— Anscochrome by D’Olivie and Rick 


CAR CRAFT Subscription Department 
5959 Hollywood Boulevard + Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a-monthly Car Craft subscriber for: 
(1 One year $3.00 C) Twe years $5.00 








Pie 
City 



















, make your % midget go—with 
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! Evan’s Equipped engines hold the 
majority of 144 midget track records 
jin the Southern California area. 


stam Engine Work 


FOR CONTINENTAL ENGINES: 


Big valves, Guides, Springs & Keepers 
*Special Aluminum Racing Head °¢ Racing 
Pistons & Rings * Connecting Rods with 
Babbit insert * Aluminum Fly Wheels 
* Racing Cams * Racing Carburetors and 
Manifolds * Complete Continental Engines 
Sales & Service. 


Send $1.00 for illus- 
trated catalog and 
parts list. (Refund 


able with first pur- 
chase.) 


Phone TU 4-45135 


Scollyd murtuer servict 


Dept CC-7 
365 G STREET * SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF. 





DON’T MISS — 


“MAKE YOUR CAR A MOVIE STAR” 


COMING NEXT MONTH 





DE-CHROME for $6 49 


DO-IT-YOURSELF using new mechanical 
Hole-Filling method. QUICK-EASY! 





REPLACES METAL WITH METAL 


1. Ream hole with 60° reamer. 


2 2. Insert Hol-Fil plug from outside. 
3. Tighten nut — twist off screw. 
4. Grind nut flush with body. 
Plugs to fit standard ¥%” or 7/4” 
holes. Drili odd sized holes to 
above sizes. 

Prices; Complete Kit (Reamer, 50 
plugs) $6.49 ppd. Reamer 
only $1.49; Extra plugs 
$1.50 doz. $1.00 deposit 
on COD orders. age 

Order tesidents add 3% $a 

Direct Tax. 


Ol aT 
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BRANDON AUTOMOTIVE 
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~ DENTS FAST 


NTR 
A 


un) 
ds . 1) 1) +B] 
YOU can patch dents and rust-outs 
quickly, economically and profession- 
ally with this new plastic solder devel- 
oped by TAP, pioneers in plastics for 
automotive applications. No torch or 
expensive tools required, just apply 
with putty knife. Hardens tough as 
metal in minutes, sands down quickly, 
takes paint beautifully. 
Ask your dealer or order direct 


Quart kit only $4.95, Pint $2.75, postpaid. 
Money back guarantee . Dealer inquiries invited 





fl bs my! 8 2) ve 

JAYLOR & s\RT. INC. sLASTICS 
AUTOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT CC 

1710 £. 12TH ST.. OAKLAND 6, CALIF 








Giant New 228 Pave 


AUTOMOTIVE 
CATALOG: 
x 75,000 Items in Stock! 


ur car, cer 


t rod. eese 


yled 
aoa from Whit 
hard-to-find items 
cars from 1920 to 1957. See newest 
Hollywood accessories not offered in 
stores; high speed and power parts, 
‘cugtom styling equipment ... all at 
lowest prices! Guaranteed satisfac- 
tion or money back. Our 20th year. 


muse COUPON! Please ee 


to help pay catalog maili 
hamali conte, We will weedit 250 25c 
on your 


order for $5.00 or more. 
5.C. Whitney & Co., 1917- 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
5. C. WHITNEY & COMPANY j 
1917 ¢.7 Archer Avenue, Chicage 16, ttlnctis 
ee parts and 
handling cost, which will be credit 


accessories 

er part of mailing and ] 
fo me 

#3.00-or-more order. OFFER GOOD IN U.S.A. ONLY. | 


“DRAGGIN’ DRAGON" 
Here is the latest in decals for street and 
strip. Easy to apply, they are made of 

weather resistant material, manufac 
states. They are in color and measure 3 inches 
by 4 inches. $1.00 each or 3 for $2.00, 

Write: Roth the Pinstripe 

4616 Firestone Avenue, 
Southgate, Californiaf 





4 


QUARTER MIDGET NEWS 


i} Hot off the presses is this new monthly 
| publication for every quarter midget 
enthusiast. Ten pages of action packed 
f coverage on current and coming events. 
} One year subscription $2.00. For information 
write: Quarter Midget News, 
} 257 East Ninth Street, CC, 
Upland, California. 


BRUCE’S DRAG RACING SLICKS 
Bruce's drag racing slicks feature special high 


/ pbber, low carbon content and are cured 


t 45 degrees for hardness. Manufacturer 
Wstates that tire design allows approximately 10 
ibs. more air pressure than other competitive 
racing tires — casings are also 


430 per cent lighter in weight than 
‘Joompetitive brands. Unique design of 


oncaved surface assures positive and 
onstant traction, assisting considerably at 
igh speeds. For information write: 


Bruce Tires, 


4017 MacArthur Bivd., 
Oakland, California. 


pr |ULY 1957 


BUILD A '/4 MIDGET 
COMPLETE PLANS, 
DRAWINGS, PHOTOS, 


SPECS and PARTS LiST.$ 2 00 roves 
MY-T-MITE ‘2550 PEP a SN si 


Monte Colfornia 


FORD MODEL "A” 
REPAIR 
__ MANUAL 


CHARTS 


AND 


DRAWINGS 


A complete book 
care and operation. “t 
tells everything you 
wont to know about 
ostpai the cor... culowoy 
$1.08 P id drawings of every 
working part... chossis, engine, brokes, ignition, 
transmission, differential, electrical units... EVERY 
essential service is included. Postpaid 


OTHER CLYMER BOOKS 


A. Ford Model ‘‘T’’ Manvol $1.50 
B. Motor Scrapbook, Model ‘‘T’’ Ford $2.00 
C. HENRY'S WONDERFUL MODEL T $5.95 


Ll ee ae YEARBOOK 
RD OWNER’S HANDBOOK. 


CHEVROLET OWNER'S HANDBOOK 
PLYMOUTH OWNER’S HANDBOOK 
THE SPORTS CAR ENGINE... 
THE MODERN CHASSIS 
RACING WITH MERCEDES-BENZ 
GERMAN RACING CARS & DRIVERS 
Sa cone TO OBTAIN IT blsces 
FROM THE SPORTS CA 

i FORD SPEED ea 
CHEVROLET SPEED MAN 

i] HOW TO HOP 


71 SCRAPBOOK NO. 8 (OLD CARS)... 
0 Caan THE WORLD WITH MOTORCYCLE 


CATALOG ON 100 AUTO BOOKS—FREE! 
Floyd Clymer cep. cc-7 


1268 South Alvarado, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
LET TERT ET ERIE SEI 
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SHOPPING AROUND 


continued 





MAKE YOUR PLYMOUTH 
GO LIKE A FURY! 4 MIDGET ACCESSOR 
















Just introduced to “Quarter Midge 
racing enthusiasts, Speed Products new li 
of quarter midgets accessorie 


Items available are: lightweight alumin 
NOW! GET MORE HORSEPOWER racing wheel, special alloy steel axle 
from your Plymouth V-8 (’56 or ’57) aluminum foot pedal including bracke 
with a Plymouth-engineered, Plym- | eet — : 
-built kit! -to-i 4, Midget Speed Produc 
outh-built kit! Easy-to-install parts 6307 Wilmington Aven 


make your Plymouth a real bomb on 


Los Angel iforn 
the strip—like the Fury. a 


Get these extras at any Plymouth 
dealer or your favorite speed shop: 
Dual quads, intake manifold, hot cam, 
tappets, air cleaners, plus necessary 
linkage, gaskets and fittings. They’re 
factory parts, so you can still compete 
in the stock classes. 


SEE YOUR PLYMOUTH DEALER 


Piymsate 


‘ Plymouth Division, Box 1518 
| Advtg. Dept. SS, Detroit 31, Mich. 


| want more dope on the Plymouth High Performance 
Kit. Please send me a free detailed brochure. 


' 
coenccccensesd 


Name, a 


ee eee 
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“TRAV-ELECTRIC’ AUTO SHAVER 
Shaving in your car is as 
Beasy as plugging in this electrical 
#110 vole converter in your automobile’s 
cigarette lighter. Ideal for weekend 
outings or that afternoon business 
appointment. When not in use, this 
¥ small compact converter unit fits 
Feasily in car's glove compartment. 
Sells for $11.95. When ordering 
specify car’s voltage system. Write: 
Terado Company, CC, Dept. DGM, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 









Seles e miposT. 
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fT NEW WORKSHOP WRENCH SET 


\$ This new Lectrolite tool was specially 
# planned to fill the needs of professional 
§ mechanics, as well as the do-it-y 
\ enthusiasts. The set includes five box 
wrenches, and 14 combination wrenches, #4” 
4 through 14”. Hand-forged from alloy 
steel, the wrenches are carefully machined to 
f close tolerances, and plated to resist rust 
tm J and corrosion. Two foot square pegboard 
is offered free with purchase. 
Write: Dept. 48, Lectrolite Corporation, 
' | Defiance, Ohio. 
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EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits ony exhovst 
pipe, ony cor. 

, Dash control kit 
1s included. 
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SEND 25¢ FOR NEW 1957 SURPRISE MONEY 
SAVER CATALOG—THEN NEXT ISSUE FREE 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


Bex CC-1904, Chottancege, Tenn. 













Make More Money in 


Us) 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tuition *‘All-in- 
one’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in 
America's BIGGEST industry. We also give you 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, and 
complete Tool Set. Write for Information. 
Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 



























| National Schools Dept. DIE-77 1 
4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif. | 

| Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 
| Name. set | 
Address. ietiniannited | 
1 City. seckigsscissic 2 ' 
1 


' {[) Chech if interested GMLY ie Resident Schoo! Traming at Les Angeies 
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LETTERS 





SPEEDWAY 


1/4 MIDGET* 


SSI et sags, 













4, 
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‘SPECIAL STARTER KIT $150.00 







COMPLETE PARTS 
COMPLETE KITS 


#365. 


Complete repair department. 
Cars can be financed. 

* For further information and 
Free Brochure, write Dept. CC-7 


Includes Front axle (with 
bearings). Tie Rods (with 
Ball Joints). Steering Rod 
(with Ball Joines). Spin 
dies (2). Front Spring. 4 
Wheels, tires & tubes (with 
bearings). Frame 
complete. Pillow 
Blocks (2), and 
Rear Axle 












SPEEDWAY 
4 MIDGET MFG. CO. 


11111 CHANDLER BLVD. * PHONE: PO 6-2047 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


4 Midget Racing 
WHEELS 


Standard sizes 4” - 5” 
- & 6” Standard and 
Super widths. All hub 
Jengths, all bearings 
from 14” to 1” Bore. 

All Wheels are STEEL 
BOLTED construction 
and cadmium plated. 


We stock Goodyear,’ Firestone, Goodrich & General 
Tires & Tubes. Also complete line of industrial wheels. 








Special discounts to dealers and manufacturers. 
Write for name of dealer in your locality to: 
MIDGETS Dept. CC-7 


NALPAK CORPORATION 


1130 E FLORENCE AVE. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF 
Phone LU 3-1056 
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ONE MAN'S OPINION 


Dear Sir: rec 
What's this stuff about 14 Midgets in th 
December issue? These “‘cars” are for kid 
from 8 to 12 years old. I'm pretty sure ch 
there aren’t many 8 year olds reading you , 
ne 


magazine. In the future let’s keep this sta 
out of your otherwise good magazine. 

On the other hand, I really enjoyed “N@ 
body Swindles McSpindle”’. I would like @f 
see more of these but not so often that it woul 
“kill” it. E 

How about featuring a Chev V8 engiagll 
swap into '49-’51 Fords? q 

— Jim Cogelow, 
St. Louis Park, Minn. 
And there you see the kind of letter we \iq 
to receive — constructive criticism, telling 
what's liked and disliked, and with a sugg S| 
tion for an article that would be welcomed in 
the future. Letters like this are what makes iif Dea 
possible for the Car Craft staff to cater to thi Y 
majority of readers — if you agree with Jim in | 
Cogelow, let us know. Carl Kohler humor and\hot 
Y%, midget features are the hot topics right nowf of c 


— let's have your opinion. han 
ing 

AND ANOTHER... oa 

Dear Sir: but 


I've been reading your magazine for sev{y, 
eral years now and have given up buying adag 
other publications. read 

I have only one gripe! Every issue I pid] j:,- 
up seems to be full of nonsense about J 7 
Midgets. These “midgets” have no place in 


ever 
a magazine like yours. If you want to prinil yo¢) 
stuff like that, why not publish another maga 
zine for midget enthusiasts? 
— Bob Salkin, 
San Fernando, California 
So how about that? — Ed. e 
HE LIKES "EM gree 
whe 


Dear Sir: 
I've read the excellent articles on QuarterStas! 
Midgets in recent issues of your magazine) izers 
Since racing is a hobby of mine, being aphot 
driver and former secretary of the Unitedjcool 
Auto Racing Association, I have put some ofpult 
my thoughts on Quarter Midget Racing o 
paper, hoping they might be helpful in fur4 
thering the progress of this interesting sport)jy, | 


CAR CRAFT uy 















A limited number of copies of suggestions 
for organizing a QMR club are available from 
me to interested groups. There is no charge, 
but requests-should be signed by at least ten 
members of the interested group. Address 
requests to: 
— John Meyers, 
7759 S. Crandon Ave. 
Chicago 49, Ilinois 










VIKING CRAFT 


MIDGET 
4 RACE CAR 


Sold in complete kit —Ready for 
assembly. Absolutely no machining, welding 
or fitting necessary. Can be assembled and 
running in 6 hours. In kit form, plus tax 
F.O.B. Anaheim. 


7395” oi 


Send 25 for litera- 
ture and break down 
price list 
Ph. KE 5-7138 








in 


















e th 


’ And there’s the other side of the coin.— Ed. 















NOW 
AVAILABLE This car chromed 


and painted your color com- F.O.B. 546900 


plete ready to run, plus tax, Anaheim 


VIKING CRAFT 


536 E. JULIANA ST. C-7-ANAHEIM, CALIF. 





od in PONTIAC PRAISE 
es il Dear Sir: 
> thi We have a few hustling machines up here 
Jim} in Pontiac, Michigan — the land of the “anti- 
and\hot rodders”. The picture shows the owner | ~ 
now} of our hottest local Merc flathead getting his 
hands dirty working on the Buick OHV go- 
ing in my customized '49 Ford—should be | - TT T Oo 
in and running by the time you receive this, A EN ! Ni 
but that’s a crime for a flathead man isn’t it? ALL CAR CLUBS 


Si I’m using a Cadillac stick-shift box with an LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR TROPHY NEEDS 


ying} adaptor of my own design —if any of your 
































readers want one for Cad box to Buick, Pon- 
SOOZA-PHONE i 


pick tiac, or Olds, have ‘em write me for prices. 
“1 ~=T can’t wait until my CAR CRAFT comes 
every month —I wish it came out every two 
rint weeks! 
Aga: — Jack Morris, 
Pontiac, Michigan 
Dear Sir: Quality craftsmanship 
Read CAR CraFT like crazy; have a loose and design in Trophies, 

green so am subscribing for six months — P . 

when time’s up I'll dig for twelve months. Jaques, Cups, Medals and 
‘ter\Stashed neatly are CAR CRAFT, the custom- Engraving. We ship anywhere. 
nejizers’ favorite car mag. Why not drop your For Free Catalog and 
dphoto flashers by some time? We have a few - - Club Discount, write 
tedcool kemps down this way. Keep up the swell | Buy DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER AND SAVE 
ofpulp-prine. : . 
‘ ~ Jobnny Sooza, CUSTOM TROPHY 
ur-4 Visalia, California MFG 5017 EXPOSITION BLVD 
co hee 40s eee a 


IU it's like too piercing, man.— Ed. 








y 
> 









FT! sULY, 1957 


ABOVE «+ Sonny Morris with the 
only car be’s ever owned —the 
result of three years of imtensive 
restyling. Mirage Blue in color, 
the unconventional exterior is 
matched by the blue and white 
Naugabyde interior done by San 


Leandro, Calif.s Seat Cover Co. 


CENTER + Grownd-bugging look 
is #0 illusion, stems from 6” lower- 
sag blocks in the rear, removal of 
14 coils from front springs. Mor- 
ris did bis own engine swap; instal- 
led a’52 Olds V8 with Hydramatic. 
Appleton spotlights give a visual 
“chop” to the top from this angle. 


RIGHT + Bailon’s Custom Shop 
modified original Merc grille cavity 
beyond recognition; substituted 56 
Plymouth bar, backed with ex- 
panded metal. Hood was filleted 
isto body, resectioned for new 
opening incorporating interesting 


scoops for a truly different look. ——————_-—[eeeetl 
Lt 





Bumpers, both front and bce, 
are quadruple round-rod, termi- 
nate in’49 Ford guards flanking 
the license plate in the rear. ’56 
Buick lenses are used in hori- 
zontal position for new twist. 


OWNER 
Sonny Morris 


MODEL 
"50 Mercury 


Ce 

Headlights are deeply tunneled in heart- 
shaped opening. Fender extensions french 
into solid pan backing round-rod bumper. 


CONTINUED 


LY, 1957 





An 11” section was taken from 
the ’S5 Chrysler bar used as «4 
grille. Frenched headlights were 
built-up around ’S4 Merc ring;, 
Rounded hood corners contrast 
smooth look against louver: 


BELOW « Side view shows-of 
two-tone maroon and gold fin > 
ish to best advantage. Colors are 
divided by ’55 DeSoto side trim, 
Eleven gallons of lacquer wen 
required to complete the job, 


continued 


THOSE MARVELOUS MERCS 


OWNER: 
Bob Reinfried 
MODEL: 


Buick porthole trim garnishes the side ex- Round rod fillets taillight lenses into the 
baust outlet, Note the deeply flared skirts. body contours. 


( if 
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‘| Lower by 8 than it started out, Sauer’'s Merc shows that the best things in life are 
simple — note the subtle change of line that is gained by shortening the front trim strip. 


49-50- eri 


OWNER: 
Philip Sauers 
MODEL: 

’51 Mercury 


53 Merc engime’s complement of speed 
goodies includes Weiand heads and mani- 
fold, with big-bore Carter four-throat. | 


Narrowed ’55 DeSoto grille is 2 natural 
for these Mercs, Headlights are mildly 
tunnelled using standard '51 Merc ring. 


Filled-in fenders accent the bumper-guard 
taillights, hewn from a solid block of red 
plastic. Note the thru-tip pipe outlets. 





CONTINUED 





THOSE MARVELOUS MERCS 






ABOVE ° ’55 Lincoln taillight lenses in- 
stalled in an inverted position blend well 
with the stock body contours of the ’51. 


RIGHT « One of the modifications on this 


car can be duplicated by any Merc owner er — ; 
at home — adding more bars to the grille. My en C4 Me HC 
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BELOW ° Buick trim spear separates white 
and gold two-tone enamel paint job. Note 
a hint of a trim strip over the skirt. 








RIGHT + “X-tension Brow” was used to 
bring headlight appearance up to date. 
49 bumper guards give better balance. 


Photos by Bob Hardee 


CONTINUED 


BELOW « Scooped, flared, toothed, spear- 
ed —these skirts have the full treatment. 
Note extreme lowness from "C” framing. 





continued OWNER: 
Wayne Badger 
MODEL: 
751 Mercury 


ABOVE + ’SS Ford grille and ’50 Che 
parking lights are different features, 
Chrome mesh is used for park light lens 


LEFT + Cut-down’54 Merc taillight lense. 
substitute for the stock items. The fine-line 
pin striping is done in a subtle white, 


BELOW ~« Side trim is composite of ’50ms 
Ford and ’55 Buick, separating Beryl Gree 5 
from off-white contrasting enamel color, 


Photos by Wayne Badger 


car crarrfllY 





owner: Hank Bisetti 
movet: *49 Merc 


BELOW, LEFT + ’49 Buick taillights fair BELOW + Unique front bumper treatment 
to stock fender line. Thru-tip exhausts imitates grille design; affect achieved with 
we from ’52 Cad, frenched into bumper. chrome-molly tubing bent to shape, plated. 


BELOW « Grille was hand formed from. 
flat stock, slotted for truly different look. 


re 
L2S Ms e ane ay 


BELOW «+ Extreme lowness was obtained thru a combination of lowering blocks, coil 
utting and “A” framing. Finish is Moon-glow Copper lacquer, a brilliant brown. 
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lay THOSE MARVELOUS MERC 


5 5 « 
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Merc is also Full Race, housing 2 ¥% | 
¥ 296 cubic inch flathead under hookgo: 


Grrilie 45 


PLE L Ln ee ATT ALTER a MeL ELL LAL y 





Buddy Alcorn 
’50 Mercury 


BOVE + Chopped at an angle, the top is 4” lower im front, 714” less than stock in 
be rear. Hub caps are chromed Olds with custom spinners added. Side trim is com- 
posite; Top strip from ’SS Chev, curved member from ’55 Dodge wraps around scoop. 


Photos by Al Paloczy 


'55 Plymouth taillights gleam redly from Deep Purple lacquered body. Thru-exbausts 
"© nd Pontiac guard modify appearance of ’52 Ford rear bumper beyond recoguition. 


a74 





POWER TO STOI 


new inexpensive 
unit promises 
power brakes 
for everyone 


Photos by Colin Creitz 





By DON FRANCISCO 


TURING THE LAST two or three years power brakes have become one of the more 
popular options on new cars. The reason for this is that many makes of cars have become 

o large and heavy that it is a problem to stop them at normal cruising speeds without some 
ort of assist on the brake pedal to lighten the pressure that must be exerted by the driver. 

nd even on some of the lighter cars power brakes are nice because they make driving easier, 

especially in traffic. In a light car power brakes are not absolutely necessary as far as stopping 
bility is concerned because even with a conventional master cylinder pedal pressure is seldom 

00 high for comfort; however, they offer other advantages, such as making it possible to use 
der brake lining and still have light pedal pressure, and making it easier to drive with “‘left- 

” braking in cars equipped with automatic transmissions. 

The stock brake lining installed on most new cars is usually of a soft type to reduce the 
ipedal pressure required to stop the car. This is good as far as driving comfort is concerned 
but such a lining has a short life in comparison to those that are of harder and more durable 
composition. With a conventional brake system that does not have a power assist of some 


kind hard lining can raise the pedal pressure so high that the normal person cannot com- 
CONTINUED 


ABOVE, LEFT: Test rig used 
lor comparisons between stock 

ter cylinders, both with and 
without the JEB booster unit, 
dlows direct checks on new 
device’s effectiveness. Readings 
obtained are graphically illu- 
strated on chart at right. 


RIGHT: Upper line on chart 
shows pressure generated in by- 
draulic system for given amount 
of pedal pressure, listed along 
bottom. Lower line shows lesser 
pressure obtained with same 
pedal pressure using unmodi- 
fied standard master cylinder. 
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POWER 
TO STOP 


continued 


RIGHT: JEB booster unit re- 
places stock master cylinder 
innards. Installation should be 
made without dismantling. 


FAR RIGHT: Disassembled, 
JEB unit shows simplicity of 
piston within piston principle 
explained in accompanying text. 


fortably exert sufficient pressure to stop the 
car, but with a power booster it is possible to 
take advantage of the longer life of hard lin- 
ing and still have reasonable pedal pressure. 
Left-foot braking has its pros and cons but 
it is the easiest way of getting a car through 
traffic. With the lefr foot on the brake and the 
right foot on the throttle one can go or 
stop at will with a minimum of foot move- 
ment. There is no “off and on” movement of 
the right foot from the throttle to the brake 
while the left foot remains stationary. 
Conventional power brakes that come as 
standard or optional equipment on passenger 
cars are .of the “vacuum assist” type. The 
vacuum created in the intake manifold of the 
engine is metered to one side of a piston by 
movement of the brake pedal and then atmos- 
pheric pressure acts on the other side of the 
piston to actuate the master cylinder and apply 
the brakes. This is a good system in that the 
vacuum is free — the braking system does not 
require any of the horsepower developed by 
the engine, such as is required by many of the 
other power accessories now used on automo- 
biles. However, vacuum assisted brakes have 
the disadvantage of losing some of their boost 
at high altitudes, and losing all their boost 
when the engine isn’t running. It is seldom 
that brakes are needed when the engine isn’t 
running but if they are it takes a good man to 
apply those that have a vacuum booster. 
Power brake kits consisting of vacuum assist 
units and the necessary fittings and pieces to 
install them on a car are available now for 
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most new cars and many of the older ongjs ma 
but they are priced rather high and present#Moni 
more or less complicated installation prodign b 
dure. If the fellow who owns the car canfbrake 
install one of these units himself he must paphe st 
someone to do the job and this adds considetmaste 
ably to the overall cost, and cost is usually thREB 
governing factor on a project of this type. here 

Another type of power brake thar has beetide f 
available for a long time now for use primar} Th 
ily on trucks but which can be adapted t$p-a-p 
many old and new passenger cars is one thamean 
does not require any vacuum to help appli dif 
the brakes. This unit operates entirely ofiple 
hydraulic principles to give greater than nofhing 
mal pressures in the brake lines with a minibged | 
mum of effort on the brake pedal. Howevet] In 
to install this unit on a car it is necessary tdysten 
replace the stock fnaster cylinder with a specialike ¢ 
cylinder. This usually involves considerabl@ova 
work in the form of adapting the brake lined, the 
and pedal linkage to the new cylinder. An@bin; 
another thing against these special cylindergg p 
is their price. They cost slightly more thathor e& 
the average fellow wants to pay; consequentlybing 
they aren’t too popular. p the 

But things are looking up for the fellowbisgoe 
who would like power brakes on his car buff th 
who is operating on a limited budget. Nowgake 
there is a power brake conversion unit on théhg a 
market that eliminates most of the undesirabl4 Th, 
features of the other available types and makegpd 
it easy for anyone to enjoy the advantages Ofpecia 
power brakes with minimum expense andgeate 
installation difficulties. This conversion unity gh 


CAR CRAFIyty, 





manufactured by JEB Industries, 6235 Santa 
lonica Blvd., Los Angeles 38, Calif., and it 
tan be installed on any car that has hydraulic 
brakes. It is a new type of piston that replaces 
he stock piston and cup assembly in the car’s 
ter cylinder. The entire mechanism of the 
EB unit goes in the stock master cylinder; 
here are no vacuum connections or other out- 

ide plumbing to be installed or changed. 
The JEB unit operates on the “piston-with- 
§n-a-piston” principle. This is not by any 
heans a new principle but the JEB adaption 
different. To understand the way this prin- 
fiple functions it is necessary to know some- 
nothing about hydraulic leverage and how it is 

inipsed to apply the brakes of a car. 

vel} In its simplest form, the hydraulic brake 
y tGystem of the average car operates something 
‘cialike this: A master cylinder, which contains a 
blovable piston actuated by the brake pedal 
iN¢in the car, is connected by means of suitable 
\n@bing to other cylinders mounted on the back- 
ler%ig plates that support the brake assemblies 
hater each of the wheels. Each of the wheel 
tlyflinders has a pair of pistons that are linked 
> the brake shoes in such a manner that each 
OWisson can exert pressure on one end of one 
buff the shoes and force the shoe against its 
OWrake drum to help stop the drum from turn- 
théyg and, in turn, stop the wheel and the car. 
blé The master cylinder, the wheel cylinders, 
Ke$nd the lines that connect them contain a 
Ofpecial fluid that is used to transmit force 
NCyeated in the master cylinder to the pistons 
Nit, the wheel cylinders. This force is created 
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by moving the piston in the master cylinder, 
by means of the brake pedal, to reduce the 
volume of the cylinder, and, consequently, 
the volume of the entire brake system. This 
action automaticaly raises the pressure of the 
fluid in the system. The reason for this is thar, 
for all practical purposes, liquids are not com- 
pressible; therefore, any pressure exerted on 
thé‘ fluid by the master cylinder piston is 
transmitted to all parts of the brake system. 
The larger the diameter of the master 
cylinder piston, the greater will be the pres- 
sure in the brake system for a given distance 
of piston movement; however, as the piston 
becomes larger, the pressure that must be 
exerted on the brake pedal to move the piston 
in the cylinder also becomes greater. As the 
diameter of the piston becomes greater, the 
pedal movement required for a given pres- 
sure in the cylinder becomes shorter. Trying 
to obtain a combination of piston diameter 
and pedal travel that will give adequate pres- 
sures in the brake systems to stop the car and 
still allow moderate pedal pressure with 
minimum pedal travel is the big problem 
when one is trying to design a master cylinder. 
The piston-within-a-piston arrangement is 
the most logical step toward adequate brake 
pressure with low pedal pressure without any 
outside assistance to move the pedal. The 
reason such a system works so well is that 
nearly all of the fluid that must be displaced 
in the brake system to apply the brakes can 
be moved by exerting a comparatively low 
pressure on the master cylinder piston. This 
CONTINUED 
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continued 


fluid must be displaced to move the brake 
shoes far enough to take up the clearance 
between their friction surfaces and the brake 
drums. It is only after this fluid has been 
moved that a high pressure can-or must be 
created in the cylinder. The amount of fluid 
that must be moved to build-up the high pres- 
sure is very small but to create the pressure 
with a conventional master cylinder it is nec- 
essary to exert a high pressure on the pedal. 

With a piston-within-a-piston arrangement, 
the large quantity of fluid which must be dis- 
placed before the high pressure is needed is 
moved by a piston of large diameter that 
requires a minimum of pedal movement. 
Then, the necessary pressure to force the shoes 
tightly enough against the drums to stop the 
wheels from turning is created by a smaller 
piston, in the center of the large piston, that 
is moved easily against the pressure in the 
cylinder because it is small in diameter and 
therefore displaces only a small quantity of 
fluid. The small piston comes into action auto- 
matically when there is a pressure of approxi- 
mately 110 pounds per square inch in the 
cylinder and then it boosts the pressure to 


whatever value is necessary to stop the whe 
A pressure of 200 to 400 pounds in the syst 


ordinary speeds. The actual ratio of pr 
boost provided by JEB units varies betwe 
three and four to one, depending on the q 
for which the specific unit is designed. 

By coming into action after all the labgs 
has been taken out of the brake shoes ond the 


small quantity of fluid to raise the press 
in the system high enough to stop the whe 
But with any gain in leverage that is reali 
from decreasing the diameter of a hydra 
piston or lengthening the lever that moves 
there must be a compensating increase in th 
distance through which the end of the ley 
moves; however, by using the small pisto 
only to raise the pressure after all lash 
been taken out of the brake members, 
increase in pedal movement is kept at a min} 
mum well within practical limits. If the sn 
piston were used to move all the fluid t 
must be moved to take the lash out of th 


to stop the wheels, the length of pedal mové 
ment would not be practical. 


over and above the normal free pedal cles 
ance, Approximately 1-inch of this moveme 
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used to move the large piston and the re- 
ining ¥-inch to move the small piston. 


gill take more than 1-inch of pedal move- 
at to move them out to the drums; how- 
¢, it doesn’t take more than %-inch of 
ovement to move the high-pressure piston, 
gatdiess of shoe adjustment. 

& Short brake pedal movement is important 


ng it takes too much time to apply the 
akes in an emergency. The answer to this 
i@pblem is to keep the shoes adjusted as 
fey should be and have an actuating mech- 
hism that builds up pressure in the brake 
tem with a minimum of pedal movement 
hd pressure. The extra time that it might 
e to apply the brakes if the pedal move- 
nt were too long might make the difference 
. ptween stopping and not stopping. 
1 The JEB units consists of aluminum and 
| parts throughout and all the seals used in 
with the exception of the large piston cup, 
“O” rings of natural rubber. Seals of the 
jing type have the ability to seal under high 
draulic pressures and they become popular 
applications of this type as a result of their 
ke by the aircraft industry. Natural rubber 
ust be used for the seals and cups used in 


not affected by the fluid used in the systems. 


placement of components shown in photo at left with JEB unit results in changed 
-up: Plug, spring, JEB unit, clip, and cup. Washer is discarded completely. 


Other types of rubber swell or disintegrate 
when they are immersed in fluid of this type. 

The JEB power brake unit has a safety 
factor equal to that of a stock piston and cup 
assembly. In the event of failure of the seal 
on the small piston, which isn’t likely because 
of the design of the unit and the material used 
in it but still not absolutely impossible, clear- 
ance in the internal mechanism of the unit is 
taken up with a fraction of an inch of pedal 
movement and the unit automatically reverts 
to stock leverage. In the event of failure of 
the low pressure cup, the unit would fail in 
exactly the same manner as a stock unit under 
the same circumstances. 

JEB power brake units sell for $12.95, plus 
$1.00 for a special actuating rod, and they 
come completely assembled, ready for instal- 
lation in your master cylinder. However, a 
fellow who doesn’t understand how the brake 
system of his car functions shouldn’t try to 
install the unit by himself. The brake system 
must be bled of air after the unit has been 
installed, and although this is the same pro- 
cedure that must be gone through after any 
work has been done on a master cylinder, a 
fellow must know what he is doing or he may 
goof and louse up his brakes. But the simplic- 
ity of the installation makes it a quick job for 
an experienced brake man, making it an inex- 
pensive installation in most cars. 





Special brand of grille comsists of two 
°S4 Buick Bumpers and bullets, round rod 
center bars and seven ’53 Merc teeth in- 
stalled in the upper grille’s cavity. 


. | . Photos by Bob D'Olivio 


°$4 Merc headlight rims were employed to The sharp appearance of Jerry's ’51 co 
french ~ beadlights. Note the scoops that is a fine example of Satan’s Angels’ stock 
are frenched to the topsides of fenders. trade. Club specializes im beautiful to 





Bailon mixture of “Candy Apple” paint enbances cleverly disguised Chev. '56 DeSohit 
taillights are found im rear fenders, capped and tunneled slightly. Bumper 
from: ’53 Olds. Side trims remains stock. Body of car is lowered some six inck 
both fore and aft. Car is a steady show winner in the Northern California or 
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—trom star-studded 
ranks of the Satan's 
Angels comes this 
Bailon-bullt show 
performer 
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Small scoops were hewn into leading edge 
of rear fenders. Small diameter round rod 
was employed to french scoop’s opening. 
The five trim teeth are from ’53 Mercury. 
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— pi oe) head in band with Bailon’s Custom Shop of Hayward, California, on 


metal work. Five months were needed to finish the car. Custom work totaled $500. 








ENGINE SWAP: 
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Cadillac V8 for '53-'57 Studebaker 


SIMPLE STUDILLAC 


By Bob Pendergast 


NTRODUCTION OF THE Studebaker V8 
engine was followed very shortly by the hot 
rodders’ discovery that the new “little” V8 
engine not only looked a lot like the Cadillac 
V8, but also was very similar in weight. Since 
the Stude displaced a mere 232 cubic inches, 
and developed but 120 horses, the substitution 
of a Caddie became very attractive. The Cad, 
by contrast, developed 160 horses and dis- 
placed 331 cubic inches at that time. The 
potential all-around performance increase of- 
fered by this swap was obvious — in fact, one 
New York firm offered a “package deal” for 
a while, where you could buy a brand new 
Stude coupe from them equipped with an 
equally fresh Cadillac V8 engine installed. 
Since Stude’s introduction of their “slip- 
30 


pery” body style in 53, many different me 
ods of installing Cad engines in these d 
have been tried, using a wide variety of 

mission types. The version presented on 
following three pages is the simplest, easi 
and least expensive way of getting a 
engine into a Studebaker we've encounte 
to date. The swap was accomplished by 
owner of the car, Don Purviance of Veni 
California, in his spare time using a mi 





mum of tools and operating within a budime 


of $325 for the entire job — including 
purchase of the Cadillac engine. 
Tools and special services required for 


‘installation are revealed in the captions 


their need crops-up in the step-by-step 
sequence that follows. Let’s go! 





Cragar bell housing adaptor 
connects Cad to '49-'51 Ford 
column-shift transmission. 
Cad clutch is used with 11” 
Chrysler disc, after %” is 
cut off forward part of hub. 
This last can be done by any 
garage having a small lathe. 
fork and throwout bear- 

g are '52 Ford. 3” extension 
is bolted to throwout arm to 
align it with altered bell 
crank, which must be bent to 
position for use with Cad. 
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Trial fitting of Cad engine 

in Stude compartment showed 
stock supports would work if 
shortened and re-drilled. 
Hacksaw may sub for torch 
here; drill may be rented. 

'36 Ford mount pads used, 
with stock Cad brackets. 
Chain hoist is a must; may be 
rented, or war-surplus 14-ton 
bomb hoist may be purchased 
reasonably. All welding may 
be done at once after parts 
are measured and cut to fit. 


Photos by Eric Rickman 





Ford trans uses stock rear 
mount, bolted onto special 
rear cross-member made of 
134” by 4” channel iron, 
Yj," thick. This can be meas- 
ured, cut to fit, installed, 
drilled for the trans mount, 
then the car is towed to the 
nearest welding shop for 
permanent attachment. Drive- 
shaft conversion is simple; 
Ford slips over Stude with 
sliding fit after both are 
cut, then welded-up tight. 


ENGINE 
SWAP: 


continued 


Transmission shifting linkage 
need not be altered, and S 
baker clutch bell crank 
shaft is attached to Cad bell 
housing by simply relocating 
original support — but steer. 
ing linkage causes interfer- 
ence with left exhaust manifo 
Answer is to have headers 
installed, splitting left 

side into one pipe for front 
two ports; additional special 
outlet for rear one. Any good 
muffler shop can handle this. 





Problem of reversing direc- § 
tion of throttle linkage from | 
Stude, which pulls rod to 

open throttle, to Cad, which 
pushes, is simply solved. 

; Use of Fenton #DLK-149 re- 
ating | verse linkage unit makes short 
steer: I work of knotty problem facing 

any engine swappers. No elec- 
“Brical system problem is created 
as Cad engines were 6 volt 
until '53 — this particular 
installation used a '49, so no 
changes were required at all. 


F tock radiator may be used by chopping Cad fan to fit Stude shroud. Voit flex hoses 
mmmake relocated radiator outlets and inlets unnecessary. Traction Masters are recom- 
nded as aid to longer life for Stude rear-end if much dragging is to be done. 
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THE '54 OLDSMOBILE 





QOMewHERE DURING the process of re- 
styling the most popular models that 
yearly are adopted by the nation’s young cus- 
tom-car fraternity we somehow slipped-up and 
completely omitted the 54 Oldsmobile. With 
assistance from Jerry’s Custom Shop of Pacific 
Beach, California, we plan to remedy the 
oversight right now. Jerry's talents for custom- 
izing speak for themselves when viewing the 
cleverly disguised Olds hardcop found here and 
on the next page. 


BODY MODIFICATIONS 
Body modifications, like on many semi-cus- 
Ray Cook toms, were kept to a minimum thus allowing 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY BOB CADARET 
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detailed attention to grille, headlights and 
taillights. First torch work consisted of remov- 
ing door-handles and converting the latch 
mechanism over to the widely accepted elec- 
trical operated solenoid system. The Olds- 
mobile’s side trim was also discarded and re- 
placed with 57 Ford spears that accentuate 
the window-dip in the belt line of the body. 
Augmenting appearance of the trim is a por- 
tion of expanded metal screen that is sand- 
wiched between trim spears. 


HOOD, GRILLE AND HEADLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS 

Up front Jerry employed standard trim re- 
moval operations to the hood eliminating all 
traces of trademark lettering and medallions. 
The grille-cavity was completely gutted to 
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make way for a section of expanded metal that 
is installed running the full width of the 
grille’s opening. '55 Buick bumper guards 
give a flashy touch to the corners of the grille, 
Front bumper remains stock. Frenched and 
shaded headlight innovation was achieved by 
using stock Olds rims, then building up shades 
from sheet metal. Notice that the shade’s 
design completely encircles the headlights 
lending a neat tunneled effect. A small peak 
extends from the bottom of the shades and 
blends into the frenched-in parking lights. 
REAR FENDER AND TAILLIGHT MODIFICATIONS 

Major surgery took place in the Oldsmo- 
bile’s taillight department. All stock compo- 
ments were removed and fender tips extended 
some eight inches with sheet metal accomo- 
dating two ’55 Oldsmobile taillight lenses. A 





small section of expanded metal screen is 
placed between the two lenses for a special 
effect. Exterior deck lid trim has been removed 
and trunk lid is now actuated by an electrical 
push-button system. Small cut-out areas were 
relieved from the lower edge of the bumper 
allowing the exhaust tips to protude slightly. 
Bumper guards were also given the “deep six” 
achieving the smooth custom look. The low 
silhouette of the car is largely due to the six 
inch lowering performed both fore and aft. 
Accessory trim consists of 55 Oldsmobile rear 
fender skirts, chopped radio antenna installed 
in the left front fender and two specially built 
hub-caps for the front wheels. They are '53 
Cadillac wheel covers with '54 Oldsmobile 
taillight lenses serving as center pieces. Jerry’s 
finishing touch for the hardtop was the scallop- 


ed two-tone paint job and contrasting striping. 
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COVER CAR 


Chieftain owners don war 
paint for strip, street & show 


na 


Photos by Hardee and Rickman 


Special mixed 

finish of purple and 
platinum make up war paint 

for Paul Lebrbass’ goin’ Pontiac warrior. 
Flames and Von Dutch pin striping accent 
one-of-a-kind paint job —a Cerny specialty. 


PON TIACS 


TOR 


Rear view of Catalina possesses seme wild 
flavor as that of the front. Car bas been 
lowered a moderate three inches front and 
rear. Side trim, dividing paint, is stock. 


Cerny (right) registers « nostalgic ex- 
pression as be peers at the beautiful and 
potent Cad Engine that brought bim fame 
is So. Cal, drag racing. Caddy is now 
cradled between Pontiac frame rails and 
ss ready for weekend drag strip battles. 





were 


New on the customizing scene is the suse 
of ’56 Olds taillight lenses. Lenses are 
neatly adapted to rear fenders in special 
cut-out sections matching the lens contour. 


es. en pee 


Headlight rims are '5S6 Cad, grille '54 
Chev. Hood has been filled with sheet- 
metal, Chrome strips are from ’49 Pont. 
Cerny’'s Custom Shop did all metal work. 
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Jack’s Top Shop is credited for detailed 
interior. Color combo is pink, grey and 
white. Power is applied through '37 LaSalle 
gearbox. Note the competition dashboard. 


Big 377 cubic inch Cad powerplant fea- 
tures Thomas magnesium racing pistons 
and rocker arms, Iskenderian Bigelow cem 
kit, Grant rings, dual Buick Stromberg 
carbs, Weiand intake manifold, Spalding 
Flame-thrower ignitor, Advance exbaust. 
CONTINUED 
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Frank Castro’s 49 Pontiac offers us a graphic illustration 
of what we could expect if we finished the Pontiac off with 2 slightly more 
conservative kick as compared to Lebrbass’ warrior featured on previous pages. 
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continued 


Another styling gimmick for the P ie bood is Castro’s route of only nosing the 
forward portion. Twin peaks are retained but are diminished-off into the hood at 
the front. Stock chrome trim strips are used along the top to carry peaked motif. 
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Stock taillight rims were frenched to the 
fenders; lenses themselves are from ’51 
model. Note side peaks of taillights and 
headlights that are built into the fenders. 


Stock headlight rims were utilized im 
frenching lights to the fenders. Side trim 
separating two-tone paint of Sierra Gold 
and beige is from 2 ’55 Buick. Body bas 
been lowered approximately fwe inches. 


mm Grille originates from the popular ’55 
= Chevy. Small scoops are found im the 


leading ledge of rear fenders employing a 
pattern of widely-accepted expanded metal 
for a face-screen. Round rod was used to 
achieve the rolled edge eround the scoops. 
Robbie Martinez, familiar to many readers 
of Car Craft, performed all customizimg. 





| 
| 























UARTER MIDGET RACING is just like 
any other kind in one major respect 
—everybody wants to win! Going faster so as 
to win depends on the car just as much as the 
driver, of course, but since the Q.M. “hand- 
lers” are all under twelve years of age, most 
caf-ownets are reluctant to turn them loose 
with an abundance of horsepower—and rightly 
so. The fact that the car-owner is usually the 
father of the driver is understandably the 
reason for this concern. But what's dad to do 
when junior gets shut-off at the local oval 
week after week, and begins to think his old 
man would make a better piano tuner than a 
speed tuner? That’s when something has to 
give — but before reaching for the illegal 
nitro can let's take a look at the one thing 
you can do to a track car that not only makes 
it get around faster, but also makes it a safer 
car to drive, in spite of quicker lap-times. 
Suspension is the word for the most neg- 
lected field of endeavor left open to the Quar- 
ter Midget fancier. Correctly set-up, proper 
suspension can make a slow, unsafe car into a 
faster car that’s far safer for it’s youthful 
chauffeur to drive. Whether conventional 
design, such as the time-honored transverse 
leaf spring with beam axle, or a new and radi- 
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Springing The 
Small Sprints 


cal independent design sprung with torsion 
bars, matters not nearly so much as how well 
the design was carried-out. There’s still no 
substitute for the doing the job right — and 
the next three pages are here to show you 
how it’s done. The first page of the series 
depicts the old standby, the beam axle with 
transverse leaf spring, in just a few of it’s 
many possible variations as available from 
Y4 midget equipment manufacturers. You'll 
note that the top photo shows an axle with no 
spring at all—a simple center-point pivot 
allows vertical movement of the front wheels 
individually, but remains firm when a bump is 
struck in unison. The remainder of the shots 
on the opposite page show various spring 
mounting methods; the conventional double- 
shackle set-up, and it’s track-bred cousin with 
the spring pin-mounted sans shackle on the 
inboard side of the course to minimize side- 
sway. On the two pages following you'll find 
some of the more ingenious “backyard special” 
systems that incorporate torsion bars and 
other unique methods of suspension. 

Whether you’re a Q.M. fan or not, perusal 
of the suspension showcase presented here 
will give you an idea of how a well set-up 
front end should look — check and see. 
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Fabricated “Il” beam from steel, 
all welded seams, Available 
from Wahlborg Y% Midgets, 
3103 Pacific Coast Highway, 
Torrance, Calif. Cost: $16.00 
complete; chromed, $22.50. 


Cast aluminum heat treated; 
tempered steel spring. Avail- 
able from Speedway 4 Midget, 
11111 Chandler Boulevard, 
North Hollywood, California. 
Cost $30.00, chromed $35.00. 


Steel tube axle, fabricated steel 
end sections and tempered steel 
spring. Available from Mantz 
4 Midgets, 6359 Florence 
Avenue, Bell Gardens, Calif. 
Cost: $26.00, chromed $32.00. 


Cast aluminum alloy axle, temp- 
ered steel spring. Available from 
Viking-Craft, 356 Juliana Street, 
Anahiem, California, Cost: 
$42.45 complete; with all the 
components chromed $47.45. 


Cast aluminum alloy axle, temp- 
ered steel spring. Available from 
Ans-Craft, 6422 South Norman 
dies Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 
All Ans-craft axles are sold 
completely chromed for $37.00. 


Tubular steel axle, tempered 
steel spring. Available from 
Safe % Midget, 5561 Valley 
Boulevard, Los Angeles 32, 
California. Cost: $37.00; all 
components chromed $43.00. 


Steel (heavy duty) tube axle, 
tempered steel spring. Avail- 
able from California Racers, 
4603 Manbattan Beach Boule- 
vard, Lawndale, California. Cost 
$29.50; chrome plated $39.10. 


CONTINUED 
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QUARTER MIDG 
I CHASSIS ... 


Another variation of transverse 
suspension is this method of 
straight tube axle with spring 
mounted aft. Being that axle is 
straight this spring location 
offers needed chassis lowness. 


den , Simplest front end suspension |Simi 
eee ae system is this leading quarter-\?455 
ees. fede we ey ae elliptic leaf spring set up.\'°# 
id. f Springs double in function, 
. ne fos- serve as radius rods as well as 
front torsion ber suspension system the front suspensh i 





6 Pad 
; 7 oe 








a 


The “Kurtis-Kraft” 14 midgets feature the longitudinal torsion bars in combination 
with straight tube axle. Also notice unique steering arrangement im front of the axle. 


Similar to coil spring system used on most 
passenger cars; suspension features bicycle 


[seat spring and small tubular A-frames. 


JULY, 1957 


Similar to manufactured beam axle, here’s 
one backyard 14 midget fancier’s solution; 
made up from various sizes of tubing and 
metal iron strap securely welded together. 


Answer to a lightweight system can be 
seen here with small diameter tubing used 


from upper section of A-frame; lower A- 
arm includes torsion bar actuating lever. 


Rey eee 
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"50 F. ich 
STYLE REPORT: * anes rund modified 55 Chewy 
grille, accompanied by two larg 

"$2 Kaiser rear bumper guarc 





“‘Egg-crate”’ grille styling of ’55 Chev proves 
harmonious to many makes and models 


48 Ford and Chev grille make neat aeoy 
combo. Lip ber of Ford is retained. ae <a e 
Work consists mainly of re-paneling at — 3 4 










at outer edges of the grille work. —— derenre AO 
Since the ’48 Model parallels that i Ss a 
of all the '42-'48 Fords, this easy [im '€: —— FF 


combination would work out very 
nicely om all the models mentioned. € 


Utilizing the egg-crate pattern for 
a filler in this Oldsmobile lends a 
unique appearance to the frontal 
area. The shortened section was 
neatly installed in the back of the 


opening, just to the rear of the 
large ‘dagmar” type guards. 


RIGHT ° Building a special oval 
grille opening for just the center 
section of the ’SS Chev grille is 
an accepted practise for many 
customs. 53-54 Chev shown here. 


cas crarr UY 


The ’49-’52 Chevs really come 
on with 'SS grille appearance. 
Grille component fills frontal 
area perfectly and installation 
requires moderate work. (See 
Car Craft, July ’56 for details.) 


A combination of extra panel- 
ing accompanies this unusual 
installation. With grille frame 
and center panel frenched to 
body, grille gives special touch. 


Employing only the checkered 
section of the grille, and by 
roundimg the corners of the 
grille opening, this installa 
tion bas much to offer the ’41 
to 48 model Fords. Note small 
round rod used for framing. 


yp, July, 1957 





V8 engines having three-port exhaust Another method of handling the three-pon 
heads lend themselves well to the tapered heads is individual stacks, each capped, 
collector header with a removable cap. with a collector for each bank underneath, 


GRAB BAG 


a right set of stacks for both street ar 
competi tion demands the utmost 


a — ot —— x — 


Fendered cars offer ready concealment for Large diameter external collector provid 
header bypass beneath running board pan. place for the easily removed muffle 





Classic dual layout 

routes exhaust directly to 

outlet when unplugged for compe- 
tition; through bypass for around town, 





nother variation is flange that may be Hedman “Hedders” feature 180° firing 
bped, or used for extension mounting. order; may use same arrangement as at left, 





RAscicy, THE LATE “X-tension Brows” made by the California Custom Accessory Man 
facturing Company, are designed to fit only the 49-51 Fords and ’53-’54 Chevrolets. Whi 
many custom enthusiasts don’t realize is that this widely accepted hooded headlight shade can} 
easily modified to fit on just about any make or model, providing the car possesses early mode 
fender styling (eariler than ’55). Alterations consists of merely trimming the ““X-tension Bro 
to fit any model fender, which is accomplished easily with a pair of tin snips. One item of impo 
tance; before ordering takes place, is the selection of what type “X-tension Brow” you show 
purchase. As we mentioned earlier, there are two models; one designed to fit ’49-'51 Fords 
the other ’53-'54 Chevrolets. If your car possesses a fender line similar to that of the ’49-’51 Fo 
which has a considerable amount of taper from the top of the fender down over the front to d 


edge of the headlight rim, then the Ford model is for you. If your car’s front fender style is close 


to that of the '53-'54 Chevrolet which has a very moderate amount of fender curvature to 

edge of the headlight rim, then you should ask for the Chev model. With these two items 

mind, all that is necessary for you to do to come up with a very stylish headlight shade for ya 

own car is to follow through on the following photo story for the completed job. If your loa 

automotive accessory store does not stock the $19.95 per pair “X-tension Brows,” then direal 
your inquiries to Eastern Auto, 3319 CC South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles 7, California. 


Ny 
i 


1. When using the "X-tension Brow,” rims 2. Story features frenched rims. Remov 
can either be frenched im or left stock. rims and bucket. Trim bucket as show 
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THE MONTH 


a. 


Mount headlight unit from underneath 4. “X-tension Brow” is placed in position 


be side of fender. Braze rim to the fender. and scribed off for trimming alterations. 
CONTINUED 
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5. Tin snips are used to trim “Brow” to 6. After correct fit is achieved, “B 
the correct size. Inside lip is also trimmed, is solidly brazed to the fender and 


7. Underneath side of the “Brow” is then 8. Low spots and warped areas are wo 
also brazed securely to the headlight rim. out to perfection using dolly and ba 


ecg 


. — : 5 ~2 ee a 4 
9. An electric grinder is employed to 10. Underneath side is given same gri 
grind surface smooth and remove paint. ing treatment, smoothing the brazed a 





Bro 1. All brazed areas are now thoroughly 12. Tin the surface thoroughly. Melt stick 
4 gleaned with rotary brush and hand drill. lead onto fender spreading with a paddle. 


13, A vixen file is now used to file the 14. The bare metal surface #s now sanded. 


mr face to perfection. Check the side peak. Feather-edge all the surrounding paint. 


5. Apply metal prep to 


surface and wipe 16. Prime fender, blocksand, then apply 
. Next, apply wax and grease remover. finish coat. Insert headlight from rear. 
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DEPENDABLE RED SEAL 
Mil: 
HEART OF YOUR MACHINE 


Finest power for racers, 
scooters, lawnmowers, gar- 
den tractors—any job within 
their capacity—is one of to- 
day’s Red Seal heavy-duty 
air-cooled models. They’re built to get up 
and go, and backed by engine experience 
dating from 1902. Greater piston displace- 
ment gives power in excess of rating, plus 
low-speed lugging ability that eliminates 
‘stalls. Exclusive Contex ignition system 
speeds and simplifies adjustment, doubles 
life of points and plug. Optional low oil 
level ignition cutoff ends 
hazards of running dry. 
NOW AVAILABLE with 
built-in flywheel gener- 
ator charging batteries or 
lighting lights. 
& 


FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BULLETIN 
AND ADDRESS OF YOUR 
DEALER, DROP A CARD 
TO “MIDGETS,” AT THE 


ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW: AD 
Series Vertical Shaft 


Continental Motors (orporation 
INDUSTRIAL AIR COOLED ENGINE DIVISION 


KERCHEVAL AVE DETROIT 15 MICH 


et ae 


sy Bob Pendergast 


GEARING FOR GO 


Dear Bob: 

I have a full-house Merc flathead to be @op 
stalled in a ’34 Ford coupe, so I thought 
better dig the latest know-how on gearing @ 
rear-end and trans. Could you tell me the bge: 
for street use, plus the “Sunday “bash?” 

— Douglas Sneesby, 
Casper, Wyoming 


1 must presume that by full-house you 
your under-head-valve Merc has been given 
full treatment, including going all the way 
increased bore and stroke. If this is the 
sufficient low-speed torque should be availe 
to use just two gears for covering the stand 
start quarter mile in a hurry. A gas-burning 
head of large dimensions and properly gec 
for the course should pull your medium-we' 
(approx. 2500 Ibs.) coupe up to a te 
speed of 100 mph in the quarter. To turn 
engine 6,000 rpm at the end of the strip, 

is essential to get the low-end torque needed 
final-drive ratio of 5.60 to 1 is required 
8.00x15 slicks or tires of equivalent 31” dia 
eter are used. A 5.60 ratio ring and pinion, 
available, would be expensive and impract 
for street use —but — use of 26 tooth “‘Zeph 
gears in your transmission (relation to di 
speed 1.576) and the 3.54 ring and pi 
made by Ford for the '34 will give you appre 
imately 5.60 to 1 when running in second. 
trans-rear end combo would allow you to 
geared properly for the drags, and practica 
for road use. 





WHY NOT A “Y” 
Bob: 
want to install dual carbs on my '32 Ford 
h, I have made a “Y” adaptor and am won- 
ring if I will gain any power or not? 
— Bob Townsend, 
Castlegar, B.C., Canada 


ortunately a “‘Y’’ adaptor on a stock mani- 
d provides only the bad part of dual carbure- 
, and none of the good. Doubling the avail- 
e venturi area on an otherwise stock induc- 
system cuts the velocity through the venturii 
any given engine speed or load in half, re- 
iting in decreased low-speed torque. With a 


A $30 STRIPING JOB 
for only $395 


Do URSELF! 
Customize your car in the latest 
California fashion. SAVE $30! 
“Custom Striping” decals are 
simple to apply... arrange them 
any way you want. Original 
Harbeck designs look hand 
painted. Each, set available in 
white, rich red or lustrous gold. 
ie Specify set and color wanted 
SET “A”... For headlights, dashboard, other beauty touches 
SET “B"... Like set “A,” plus 8 extra designs oak 
teat deck, etc. ...... -. $2.95 
SET “C”... Complete De Luxe Striping Kit for your car 
with 24 designs Fe ; $3.95 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 
Dept. 737, 5805 Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


a-fide dual intake manifold, this loss is offset 
a positive torque gain in the upper rpm 
ge, which means more useable horsepower 
lable since horsepower is merely an arbi- 
measurement of torque multiplied by rpm 
‘ough a factor. With a “‘Y,"’ you get the loss 
the bottom, but not the gain at the top, be- 
se you really aren't opening up the engine 
the surrounding atmosphere as you are with a 
operly designed manifold, but instead, merely 
ing more carburetion onto a system of plumb- 
g already barely adequate to handle what 
us provided originally. 


PHOTO-ELECTRONIC TIMERS 


Photo-electrically controlled precision timing 
equipment for DRAGSTERS — QUARTER MIDGETS 
— MIDGETS — SPORJS CARS — JALOPIES. Power 
line and battery operated models. Nationally 
recognized and used. Free information. Dept. CC. 


THE CHRONDEK COMPANY 
LA VERNE, CALIFORNIA 


New! FIBERGLASS 


SPEEDSTER 


Any Chassis ... 


$295. SABRE fits Crosley, Fiet 
or any 78-82" wb. 


FO or send 25< 
© for “PLAN-A-CAR” 


ALMQUIST its 


MILFORD, PA. CCS.7 


CONTINUED 


CAR HI-FIDELITY 


al Hi-Fi — Not a cheap rear speaker. Complete 3 
aker system and modern control panel. Write for 
info. $24.50. 6504 N. Commercial St. 6, Portland 

om, Oregon. DEPT. CC-7 


rHE OFFYETTE quarter mivcer 


Suitable for children from 6 to 16 


ABSOLUTELY THE FINEST 
COMPARE THESE FEATURES 


(1) Adjustable torsion bar rear suspension 
(2) Transverse leaf spring front suspension . 
(3) —o rack and pinion steering gear 
with 5 to 1 ratio 
(4) Foot operated internal expanding shoe 
hydraulic brakes on both rear wheels : 
(5) Adjustable friction shock absorbers y 5 ; ; 
(6) Automatic clutch—No need to stop the engine each time the car is brought to a stand still 
(7) Rewind starter — Just pull the rope to start the engine 
(8) Governor adjustment to limit speed 
(9) Easily accessible engine compartment —No bolts or screws to remove 


COMPLETE CARS —CONSTRUCTION KITS—PARTS TO BUILD YOUR OWN 
Send 25¢ for illustrated literature and parts list. Dealer inquiries invited. 


THE LARC-DOUGLAS CO. 795 WYNGATE DRIVE E. DEPT. CC 
Division of Schiller Engineering VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK 















AT’S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 
AFTER CARBS WHAT 





continued 





ear Bob: 

I have a "52 Chev with triple carburetors, 
it it doesn’t seem to help much. What can I 
d to get the full effect from them? 

— Tony Conger, 
Shelbyville, Indiana 

you don’t mention any additional speed 
pment, we'll assume the remainder of the 
gine is stock — and in good condition. Three 
buretors are one too many for a stock Chev 6, 
ss they are smaller than those usually em- 
pyed. To take advantage of your present car- 
stors and manifold set-up, you must increase 
yr engine's demands for fuel-air mixture 
oughout the entire rpm range. The only way 
do this is to increase its cubic inch displace- 
. '52 Chevs have a standard bore of 31/2”, 
less Powerglide equipped, in which case they 
39/16”. An %” overbore in either case 
increase the displacement to the safe maxi- 
. Use of “‘compression raiser” pistons, avail- 
le from several firms, in place of the stock 
placement type ifems provides an additional 
wer bonus. The only alternative is to replace 
triple with a dual, using two single-throat 
buretors of approximately 1 5/32” venturii 
as the Stromberg No. 380269. In any case, 
set of Hi-Lift rocker arms will help increase 
t engine's breathing capacity and ability to 
ke use of any additional carburetion. Install- 
jon of a set of these will provide immediate 


CONTINUED 

































* Many models and dozens of color com- 
binations. 

* Styling, lettering, and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 

* Prices include all lettering and em- 
blems. $13.50 to $25.00 in club lots of 
6 or more. 

*% No individual orders — 6 minimum. 

* Free Literature. 


SEND 50¢ TODAY For complete catalog on Emblems, 
Jackets, Decals, Plaques, Novelties — including informa- 
tion on how to start your club and $1.00 Credit Certificate 


and free Decal. 


STYLIZED EMBLEM CoO. 











CLUB JACKETS; 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS ¥ y y 








imagine! completely assembled 


midget cars 


for / ] 50 f.e.b. Boyertown, Po. 


both with 
automatic 
voriable speed drive 









ROADSTER 
or RACER Models 
FOR CHILDREN OR ADULTS 
© Safety-proof, practically impossible to overturn 

@ Driver can be 6'3” or 4 years old 
@ No clutch to operate, no gears to shift 
@ Speeds up to 30 mph or restricted as low as 5 mph 
@ Powerful enough to pull a full-sized car 
70 miles on a gallon of gasoline! 
send for complete literature today 


DOUGLAS R. WADE MIDGET CARS, Inc. 


BOYERTOWN * PENNA. 





CUSTOM CARS 
FEATURING STICK SHIFTS 


Your choice of many late models, all nosed, 
decked, striped and lowered, with custom 
interiors, paint and pipes. Sensibly priced 
MARVIN LEE 1650 E. Colorado 

eee ur er 


PLAQUES 
JACKETS 
T-SHIRTS 
EMBLEMS 
DECALS 
A FLAGS 
TROPHIES 
EMBROIDERY 
CHENILLE 
NOVELTIES 












1072-C No. Wilton Pi,, 
Hollywood 38, Calif 

















. GET 
YOUR COPY 
OF THE 
FABULOUS 


JULY ISSUE 


AT 
YOUR 
NEWSSTAND 


NOW! 


Great new ideas in 
fascinating feature articles 
PLUS: 
Regular departments full 
of timely tips for today’s "TEENS! 
e HUMOR 
© RECORDS 
e FASHIONS st 
© SPORTS 
e FADS Look for JULY ’TEE 
at your 

- — newsstand now! 





T’S YOUR 
VE ? continued 
from the lack of low-speed torque you're 


McCULLOCH QUERY 
par Bob: 
I have a 57 Olds Super 88 with the 277 
> engine, and would like to install the Mc- 
nlioch supercharger. The advice I've been 
sting from different concerns is that the 
ers on the market are swell for engines 
» to about 275 cubic inches. But mine is 371 
bic inches, and I’ve been told that the blow- 
would rob me of most of power I really 
at. I'd sure appreciate advice on this con- 
sing matter. 
— Howie Salzman, 
Chicago, Ulinoss 
loch sUperchargers are currently being in- 
d d on 4-cycle Diesel engines of 743 cubic 
th displacement, with the blower control set te 
de approximately 414 pounds boost at the 
ine's air manifold inlet. McCulloch is guar- 
ng these installations for 50,000 miles. 
, the blower is well pas? the peak of 
efficiency curve on an engine of this size at 
boost pressure, in so far as horsepower re- 
d to generate a boost of that figure is con- 
d. But — talk to any Diesel truck mechanic, 
he'll tell you the fussiest people in the world 
diesel trucks. If it's good enough for them, 
should satisfy us relatively uncritical rodders! 


JOIN NOW! 
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oF 
ncaa KOA MEMBERS RECEIVE 
@ CLUB 1.0. CARD pa A WINDSHIELD DECAL 
L DISCOUNT 
° SPECIAL ASSISTANCE IN FORMING NEW CLUBS 


R 
BSCRIPTION TO CLUB NEWSPAPE 
° ONESONAL ADVICE ON CUSTOM AND SPEED PROBL 


e PERIODIC MAILINGS ON ARTICLES OF 


Registe 


e HOLLYWOOD CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 


NUFACTURERS) 


© SPEED EQUIPMENT (ALL MAJOR WAR ee PLATES 


-SHIRTS 
° IACKETS. 1S EMBLEMS e TROPHIES 


TOM RUGS AND UPHOLSTERY 
° CUADING MONTHLY AUTO MAGAZINES 


MEMBERSHIP ONLY $3.00 ONE FULL YEAR 
Y, 1957 


'KUSTOMS 


ef AMERICA 


EMS 
SPECIAL INTEREST 


red Members Receive Discounts On: 


HAL MOODY’S 
¥, midget “slicks” 


(And ASCOT BLOCKS 
for dirt) 


Precision buffed, 
built and curved to 
a perfect circle. 


“THE “SILVER” SLICK 
12 x 400-6 (4” Width) $9.60 


(your casing) 
Rib fronts available. Return freight postpaid. 


We recap — 
ind.—Aircraft—Truck — Passenger — Sportscar 


HAL MOODY’S mee sexvice 


4698 San Fernando Road 
Glendale, California, Dept. CC 


Ct 1-1123 CH 5-5119 


WANTED 


MEN AND WOMEN 


gsssGRow MUSHROOMS. Cellar, shed. 
pare, full time, year round. We pay $3.50 
We have over 25,000 customers. FREE 


t 


BOOK. Washington Mushrooms Ind. Dept. 
2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash. 


281 — 
THE OLDEST, LARGEST 
and ONLY SANCTIONED 
NATIONAL CUSTOM & SPEED CLUB 


ee A ad 
PARTS OF 


ad 23 


THE GLOBE 


KUSTOMS OF AMERICA obept. cc-7 
5880 Hollywood Boulevard 

Hollyweed 28, California 

Please enroll me as a member of KUS- 
TOMS OF AMERICA. | understand my mem- 
bership entities me to an official 1.D. 
CARD, Yearly Subscription to Club News- 
paper, all KOA Special Mailings, Special 
Discount Catalog, and full Association 
privileges. 


ea ee 


Enclosed is $ for........years’ dues. 


NO AGE LIMIT — NO CAR NECESSARY 





I “DOLL-UP 

STRIPES” 
by 

Von Dutch 


KkKkkke 


Many Designs 
Eight Decals 


These high quality decals 

by the acknowledged mas- 

ter of striping will not 

chip, peel or fade. Pre- 

cut for easy application. 

Will help customize your 

car, bike, boat, motor- 

cycle or outboard engine. 

You get Von Dutch origi- 

nals for use on hood, 

fenders, doors, back, gas-cover lid, around handles 
and key locks. Complete mounting instructions are in- 
cluded. These beautifully designed originals are made 
a. durable three-coat enamei and are designed for jong 


ORDER YOUR KIT TODAY . . Specify your choice 
of maroon or white when ordering. Send cash, check 
or money order. Postage and tax are included in the 
low price of 


onty $1.95 comptere 
JOBAR CORPORATION 


Dept.C-7—P. O. Box 64337—Rancho Station 
los ohio Angeles 64, Californio 64, California 


EARN AS YOU LEARN AT rr 


Earn up to CET a week and more. Enjoy security — 
thousands of mechanics needed to service 50 million cars 
and 10 million trucks. New CTl Home Training prepares 
you in just a few months. Tools and Tune-Up Kit sent. 
Write for FREE BOOKS. 

COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE Dept. A-556 
1400 “Greenleaf Avenue Chicago 26, Illinois 


Joe 
Bailon 


BAILON'S 
CUSTOM SHOP 


*47 CHEV PROBLEMS 


Dear Joe: 

I am in the process of customizing my ‘ 
Chev ragtop and I would like to replace 
trunk lid hinges with a type that fit insif, 
the trunk compartment. Could you tell v 
type of hinges I could use? Also I would 
to lower the rear of the car a conservatit, 


amount utilizing standard lowering blodihg 


What size do you suggest for street use? Alo 
with lowering the rear of the car I am a 
planning on using smaller tires up front 
make the car appear level. Could you tell 1 
what tire size to use, or do you suggest I 
about it in a different manner? 
— Leonard Strange 
Brighton, Mass. 


SENSATIONAL PERFORMING DOWN-DRAFT CARBURETOR 
FOR % MIDGET RACING ta sits fr rove. ena ad act 


competition. 


have set new records in every class they have run. Features dual floats for circular 
track racing, large main dump tube with manual high-speed mixture control; easily 
converted to fuel without alteration. Supply limited -ACT NOW! 


Carburetor $8.50 Spl. aluminum manifold $4.50 
(State type of car when ordering) 


World famous Roto-Faze ignition now available for 4 midget racing 
engines. Same precision craftsmanship prevails. Featuring manual 
spark adjusts with positive lock; ball bearing throughout; were run 
in excess of 40 thousand RPM. A MUST for championship perform- 
ance. No alterations necessary — complete ready to run $30.00. 


Send cash or money order. (No c.o.d.'s please.) 





yse ‘40-41 Plymouth trunk hinges to do the 
you refer to, Leonard. You can usually pur- 
the hinges in any auto wrecking yard for 
nominal cost. In the very near future CAR 
FT plans a story on how to do this very job, 
‘ ich, if you haven't already done the job, 
d help you and other readers who have 
nin for information on this type of modi- 
ion. | suggest that you use two inch lower- Acclaimed by thousands of 
blocks at the rear of your car, and up front, Complete with sissts as = a an ood 
small tire size like you plan for that level Easily operated from property wired 
arance. You also could employ a front end | series . . . on pe 4 cea bon bd an 
ering kit or drop spindle supports up front, ’ today on 10-day money back guarantee. 


ich are now sold by leading automotive ac- Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 


linens _ | 1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill., Dept. F-s«-6 


GRILLE FOR '49-"52 CHEVS 
Dear Joe: 
I have a ’50 Chevrolet and would like to 

Bostall a 55 Ford grille checkered center sec- 
ion. Would the installation be possible with- 

Wiput too much modification? What would be 

“Bie procedure? If you don’t think too much 
bf this idea, what would you suggest for a 
fifferent and unusual grille piece for my car? 

—J. Dingle 
Tormey Crockett, Calif. 

§ don't think you would be happy with the '55 
ord grille assembly in your Chev, Mr. Dingle, 
don't think this component would lend itself 
the opening. | suggest that you install a '55 


CONTINUED 


H.P. SAFE now offers _______ 
| o Y% midget — 
race Cars 


has a completely different 
ergiass bedy style and wheel 
size. Beth built te Vs midget 


yewrset ut orm o HP. SAFE MPG. CO. 


painted and uphel- Dept. CC 


stered te yeur 5561 Velley Bivd. 


specifications. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 
Send fer FREE literature. Phone CA 5-1316 


tes Angeles 32, Calif. 





POWER! MILEAGE! STYLE! 


ALL-WEW Catalog reveats TRUTH about Power 


Lqvip. Gives ‘“Seuping” inte, Customizing Tips! 


Shows ai! brands fer ALL cars— 100,000 items 


is stock MeltiCartaretion, injection, Seperchargers. 
Busi Exhaests, Racing Cams, Heads, Pistens, Engines, 


GM - FORD 
CHRYSLER 


ENGINEERING 


FIBERGLASS 


BODY PATCH KIT 
“ony 94.95 


a. 
id 


800” Sq. + Fiber Glass Cloth 


ORDER DIRECT « DEPT. B 


Wer meet 


CSCS erent 
FOR 14 MIDGETS PRECISION 


CT. Automotive 


6926 Lankershim Bivd., 
North Hollywood 
STanley 7-6389 


RAM(@OTE 
FLEXIBLE 
FINISHES 


Restores — Colors 

Protects Leather 

Leatherette and 
Viny! Plastic 


Won't chip or peel. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use on 
Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lcunge Chairs, etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 
tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicago 21, Ill. Dept. C.C. 


66 


ELECTRONIC 
ENGINE 
BALANCING 


Is your leather or plastic 
upholstery faded or worn? 
RamCote restores the 
original color and texture 
to your car’s upholstery. 
You can change color, 
teo! Available in eleven 
standard colors and clear. 
Any shade obtainable by 
inter-mixing colors. Easily 
applied, brush or spray. 


CUSTOM QUERIES continued 


Chevrolet grille assembly in your '50 Chev, 
an idea of what the finished appearance wi 
look like, turn to page 46 of this issue, 

CRAFT did a step-by-step story on this 

installation in the July '56 issue. The issue 
available and can be ordered by sendi 
twenty-five cents, specify issue, to our 8 


Issue Department. 


HEADLIGHT HASSELS 
Dear Joe: 

Please explain to me how I can french ¢ 
headlights on my '50 Ford, utilizing the sto 
rims, and still be able to remove and rep 
the seal beam unit if necessary? 

— Harold Clark 
Kingsville, Texas 


First remove the complete headlight unit 
insert it from the rear of the opening, fr 
underneath the fender. Trim approximately 
inch off the back edge. of the stock headlig 
rim then place rim into position and tack w 
it to fender. Finish rim to fender by braz 
seam solid. Grind surface smooth with an e 
tric grinder, tin, lead, then finish surface to p 
fection with vixen file. The seal beam units 

be changed at anytime, but must be remo 
and reinstalled from the rear of the headlig 


opening underneath side of fenders, 


COMING ATTRACTION 


Zeroing-in her movie camera, saucy Shir 
Beck of Los Angeles previews a feat 
in your next Car Craft you. won't wa 
to miss — “Make Your Car a Movie Star! 
Coming-up in the very next issue, this articl 
will reveal the fascinating story of hor 
owners of customs and rods everywhe 
can get the recognition their cars dese 
through the mediums of motion picture 
and television. Your own unusual rod o 
custom can make the grade — you'l 
find out how when you read all about st im 
the August Car Craft, on sale July 10 
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In the Chrysler engine, Emery Cook-Bedwell Dragster 
with well-chosen “goodies” including Bruce 
Crower’s U-Fab Manifold, Iskenderian’s 
“5th Cycle” Cam and, of course, 
Grant Piston Rings for 
instant drag-free all-purpose use. 


Always use 


With Grant Piston Rings . . . you 


won't have to take the whgle day off 
in order to “run-in” your engine or 
passenger car, before going right out 
and driving at speed. Grant's give 
almost instant break-in and last 
thousands of good driving miles 


LET’S LOOK AT 
biel 7h i 
PISTON RING 
COMBINATION 


1. Careful side-sealing of 
this Top Compression ring, 
with its special ‘‘dishing”’ 
action builds and holds 
power. 

2. Grantsg double oil- 
carrying second Compres 
sion ring maintains an 
even distribution of oil on 
cylinder walls and doubly 
insures compression 


sealing 
=) 3. Grants’ great oil carry 
ing ring controls excess oil 


due to a unique dove-tailed 
design. It's long been used to 
gain drag-free liveliness and to cor 
rect sluggish engine conditions. 


DO YOU HAVE YOUR 
GRANT “T” SHIRT? 


Excellent quality. Latest type Indianapolis 
Roadster on front. 


$1.50 each, postpaid 


PISTON RINGS 


GRANT PISTON RINGS 


in your passenger car 


PISTON RING SERVICE CO. 
2328 Second Ave. So., Birmingham, Ala. 
M & O SALES & SERVICE 
P.O. Box 2035, Fairbanks, Alaska 
ALLBRIGHT’S 
3889 8th St., Riverside, Cal 
CENTRAL AUTO PARTS 
736 Turk St., San Francisco, Cal. 
GRANT PISTON RING SERVICE 
321 29th St., Oakland, Cal 
B. C. GARAGE SUPPLY 
2nd & Main Sts., Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
PORTER BROTHERS INC. 
821 Acoma, Denver, Colo. 
WINKLER AUTO PARTS 
651 Park St., Hartford, Conn. 
STRICK’S AUTOMOTIVE 
1816 14th St., N.W., Washington 9, D.C. 
GRANT RING SALES 
181 N.W. 41st St., Miami 37, Florida 
RAMSAY AUTO PARTS CO. 
2913 Cusseta Rd., Columbus, Georgia 
JOSEPH L. BRUNO INC. 

2329 Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
TOM CHERRY AUTO ENGINEER 
1800 So. Liberty St., Muncie, Ind 

HOWELL AUTO PARTS 
418-20 14th St., Des Moines, lowa 
D. A. CLEM COMPANY 
140 Laura, Wichita, Kansas 


, ww 


\{\ Grant 


in 


anu 


Gentlemen: Send me 


Check quantities and sizes below 


Small 


NAME 
> ADDRESS 
city. 


,——— MediumZ7]),— 


GRAHAM BROS. MACHINE WORKS 
505 Foster Drive, Baton Rouge, La. 
PISTON RING SALES 
310 E. 17th St., Kansas City, Missouri 
C. & J. PARTS SERVICE 
5 North 35th St., Billings, Mont 
BAUER MOTOR SUPPLY 
2914 Harney St., Omaha, Nebr. 
BOYETTE AUTOMOTIVE MACHINE SHO! 
329 W. Martin St., Raleigh, N.C 
MOTOR SPECIALISTS, INC. 

34 W. McMillan, Cincinnati, Ohio 
RAY FLEMING, INC. 

3508 No. Williams, Portland, Ore 
HOLLYWOOD SPEED SHOP 
1154 N. Front St., Reading, Pa 
BENNETT SUPPLY CO. 

922 E. Main St., Rock Hill, S. C 
HOWARD DOUGLASS PISTON RING CO) 
208—17th Ave. No., Nashville, Tenn. 

Cc. |. BERRYMAN 
820 Florence, Fort Worth, Texas 
MILAM SUPPLY CO. 

3205 Austin, Houston, Texas 
EDMONDSON MOTOR SERVICE 
704 North Stanton, El Paso, Texas 
C. A. SOLBERG 
1122 E. Pike St., Seattle, Wash. 
GIRTEN AUTO SUPPLY, INC. 

4419 W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee, Wisq 


We invite dealer inquiries about Grant special 
profit making possi 
dising program. 


es with its new mercha 


= ‘ Grant and Grant, 241 N. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Colif. 


—___Grant “T” Shirts. 
$1.50 each, ppd 


—___ Large _Ex. Large) 








a. 





